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PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES 
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised  

and supported the Newick Parish Council Magazine  
To advertise please call 01843 269513 

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd 01843 834160  
          email info@communityad.co.uk web www.communityad.co.uk 

The views expressed in any published content are solely those of the contributors. The Publishers accept no responsibility for the accuracy of any information contained in 
the publication. The contents of this magazine including images may not be copied, reproduced, distributed, downloaded or displayed in any form or by any means without 
the prior written permission of Community Ad Web Ltd. Unless otherwise specified, the authors of the literary and artistic works in the pages in this magazine have asserted 
their moral right pursuant to Section 77 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of those works. The Publishers reserve the right not to 
publish a submission or part of a submission that they consider defamatory or otherwise inappropriate for publication.
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01444 810662
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 Mid Sussex licensed
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Phone: 01825 712036
Email: acorn.garage@sky.com

CAR REPAIRS • MOT’S AND SERVICING
AIR CONDITIONING • COURTESY CARS AVAILABLE

COLLECTION AND DELIVERY

AMS ALL YOUR
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PRO
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•Fascias
•Windows
•Doors
•Gutter Clearance
•CCTV Gutter Maintenance

www.ams-propertyservices.com
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Welcome to the second edition of the refreshed version of 
the Newick Parish Council newsletter. 

Message from the Clerk

 
in a Safe  

and secure 
Environment

feel like you’re GOING STIR-CRAZY?

SA
07
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 2
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•  Learn impressive  
new skills

•  Fun, easy, step-by-step 
•  3 hour sessions, 

morning or afternoon, 
for 3½ months

•  Time to get Arty and 
enjoy a fun social life 
again!

•  Make The Seasons your 
favourite day each week

07783 374347

you deserve this treat

Chailey Village Hall

 
Extremely 
Safe For  

You

Places Limited! For more details and 
a friendly chat, Please Call TODAY

MAKE YOUR WEDDING EXTRA SPECIAL 

01273 813401 info@chariotschauffeurs.com 
Chariots, Merlins, Uckfi eld Road, Clayhill, East Sussex, BN8 5RU

Established in 1993
WITH A CAR FROM CHARIOTS!

WE PROVIDE CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN EXECUTIVE 
       CARS, LIMOUSINE & MINIBUSES 
IN SUSSEX AND THE SOUTH EAST
FRIENDLY STAFF & PROFESSIONAL CHAUFFEURS

EMAIL:

 Minibus Hire   Limousine Hire
 Chauffeur Service Wedding Car Hire  Executive Travel

ALL VEHICLES HAVE ANTISEPTIC WASH AND WIPED CLEAN EVERY TIME

Based in Firle, East Sussex, Motorline is a professional, 
independent car garage with a reputation for the 

highest standards of service.  With specialist 
mechanics, the Motorline team deliver an extensive 

range of garage services.
Whether your vehicle is just a few weeks old or you’re 

the proud owner of a classic car.
Call us on 01273 858999 or email info@motorlineuk.co.uk

The more observant amongst you may have 
realised that we have ‘skipped’ the Summer 
edition as our publishers were shut during the 
lockdown period. It has been an interesting 
6 months as a Clerk. No one mentioned 
pandemics when I did my training in early 
2019! I have three young children who 
normally attend Newick Primary School and 
it was certainly a challenge home schooling 
them whilst working until September when 
school reopened. I think I speak for many 
residents of Newick when I say I have a 
newfound respect for Natalie Alty and her 
team at our village Primary School.

I want to take this opportunity to thank all the 
Parishioners for their support, offers of help and 
understanding during this period, especially 
when my children made unplanned guest 
appearances on phone calls and video meetings. 

Many residents have commented to me how 
lucky they consider themselves to have been 
in lockdown in such a wonderful village. New 
walks and green spaces were discovered along 
with an appreciation of Newick’s community 
spirit. 

So many people volunteered to help with the 
extended activities of Newick Community 
Response which shows what a big heart the 
village has.

It is hard to predict what the future will hold 
over the coming months. Let’s hope we can 
truly begin to return to some sort of new 
normal and that our Clubs and Societies 
can resume their activities and events. 
Newick Parish Council does have a small 
annual budget for grants to not for profit 
organisations so if your club or society is at risk 
of closure due to the impact of the pandemic, 
please email me for an application.

Emma Reece
Clerk to Newick Parish Council
k newickpc@newick.net

4 NewickParishCouncilMagazine
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Welcome to our second newsletter. It has been an 
eventful period since our first re formatted newsletter 

was distributed in March! 
I think it is fair to say it has been a wretched 
period for many of Newick residents.  Back 
in mid - March, The Parish Council, St Marys 
Church and the village pastoral care team 
reacted quickly to establish the Newick 
Community Response. The response from 
Newick was first class with a membership of 
over 500 people willing to help in whatever 
capacity when required. Although lockdown 
has been eased, the virus is still here and we 
must all remain vigilant and act responsibly, 
mindful of the risk it poses for all of us 
but especially the most vulnerable in our 
community. 

There are simply too many individuals to 
thank personally but I must mention Kate 
Alexander and Emma Reece for their hard 
work and resourcefulness and Patsy Bailey for 
her tireless work with the most vulnerable. I 
would also like to extend my grateful thanks 
and appreciation to all those individuals and 
businesses that rallied round and kept the 
village going in such a spectacular fashion. 
Well done.

Since the last edition, Newick Parish Council 
co-opted Cllr Ken Wrench, filling one of the 
two Councillor vacancies. Ken was a member 
of the previous council and brings with him 
a great deal of experience, having played a 
significant role in looking at the potential for a 
new pavilion and he will continue to drive this 
forward. We still have one position vacant and 
would be keen to hear from anyone who has 
an interest in serving their local community. 

Details can be obtained from the Clerk.
NPC recently undertook an annual inspection 
of its assets around the village. Significant 
amounts of litter and waste left scattered were 
disappointing, please use the bins provided.  

Summer gales also highlighted the fact that 
many fences have been blown down but have, 
unfortunately, been left in situ on verges, 
grateful if these could be removed. 

Finally, overgrown hedges really do not 
make for an attractive environment. Could I 
ask householders to ensure your hedges are 
trimmed and that twittens and pathways 
are clear so that pedestrians can walk freely 
around the village without the threat of being 
scratched or hurt by low branches or brambles.
Newick is a vibrant village and we boast many 
clubs and societies that offer a wide variety 
of interests. Sadly many were put on hold this 
summer but I am amazed at the ingenuity 
of some. We now have virtual quiz’s, virtual 
discos, virtual lessons to name but a few. Not 
to be out done, NPC now has virtual meetings, 
held on the last Tuesday of the month. This will 
continue in this format until either May 2021 
or until all restrictions on movement are lifted 
by the Government, for all members of the 
community. Members of the public are invited 
to attend, please contact the Clerk directly to 
arrange.

It is bitterly disappointing to hear that 
Newick Bonfire Society have taken the 
decision to cancel this year’s event. However 
I wholeheartedly understand and support 
their decision. NBS have acted responsibly 
and have made the health and wellbeing 
of the community, friends and supporters 
paramount. Similarly, Newick Horticultural 
Society has cancelled their annual show 
which was to be held in September. However 
I am sure that both will return in spectacular 
fashion in 2021.

Newick boasts a wonderful network of 
footpaths which are well maintained by 

ROOTZ for all to use and 
enjoy. Sadly, it has come 
to our attention that 
unfortunately a small minority of walkers and 
dog walkers are using fields that do not have 
public right of way. They are private fields and 
as such those using them are trespassing. 

Please use the abundance of public footpaths 
available. 

Finally, my sincere thanks to our Clerk for her 
fortitude during this unprecedented period. 

Stay safe, stay healthy. 

Chris Armitage
Chairman and Councillor

Message from the Chair

6 NewickParishCouncilMagazine

� Tree Care � Fencing � 
� Landscaping �

� Stump Removal � Logs
07894 291713 

www.jbtreecaresussex.co.uk

INSTALLERS OF
In-Ground and Surface Swimming Pools

Hot Tubs and Swim Spas

IN
TE

REST FREE C
R

EDIT AVAILABLE
 · 0%

www.gilesleisure.co.uk 01273 478454

SEE OUR WORKING DISPLAYS AT
North Court · Lewes · East Sussex · BN7 2AR

Are you looking for a
First Aid Course?

First Aid at Work, Emergency First Aid at Work, 
Paediatric courses. CPR/AED and many more.

Either as a legal requirement for the workplace 
or the society / club you belong to.

Or to know what to do to look after yourself, 
your family and friends.

Come to us for one of our local courses or we 
can come to you.

Look at our website:  
www.itsfirstaidtraining.com

Contact Nina or Mark to discuss your
requirements on 01323 833034.

Email us at ITSperou@depinaperou.plus.com

To advertise please call
01843 269513
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Your Parish Council
Your Parish Councillors
Mr Chris Armitage (Chair) 
Mr Brian Deacon (Vice Chair) 
Mr Brian Hodge 
Mr David Marchant (Chair of Finance & General Purposes Committee) 
Mrs Victoria Marchant 
Mrs Melanie Thew (Chair of Environment & Recreation Committee) 
Mrs Bronja Whitlock 
Mr Tom Whitlock
Mr Ken Wrench 
Mrs Cathy Wickens (Chair of Planning Committee) 

All correspondence should be sent to the clerk; 
Mrs Emma Reece 
1 Paynters Way, Newick, BN8 4PH  
m 07521 511643 k newickpc@newick.net 1 newick.net 

Your District Councillor 
Mr Roy Burman 
m 01273 256156 k Roy.Burman@lewes.gov.uk 

Your County Councillor 
Mr Jim Sheppard 
m 01825 724478

CVS TYRES LTD

01273 307831
07720 294941
07434 359961

MOBILE TYRE FITTING SERVICE

cvs.tyres@hotmail.co.uk
! www.facebook.com/cvstyres
www.cvstyres.co.uk

• WE COME TO YOUR HOME OR WORK
• PUNCTURE REPAIRS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES
• WORKSHOP FACILITIES AVAILABLE

FULLY INSURED

• Heating and Plumbing

• Oil Heating Systems and Tanks

• Installation, Repair & Maintenance

• All Boiler Types & Heating Systems

• Renewable Energy & Solar

EXPERT & RELIABLE

01825 891720For a FREE quote call:

paynes-heating.co.uk | sales@paynes-heating.co.uk
Oak Tree Barn, Blackboys East Sussex TN22 5JL

The only call you ever
need to make for:

Your Local Family Run Business, serving our community for over 35 years.

10% DISCOUNT
on service and breakdown visits
Quote NEWICK10

INDEPENDENT
LAND ROVER

& FOUR WHEEL
DRIVE SPECIALISTS

T: 01444 415231 M: 07973 286455 
Home Farm, Slugwash Lane, Haywards Heath RH17 7RQ

AUTOLOGIC DIAGNOSTICS
FOR LAND ROVER

Our aim is to offer a friendly, efficient 
and professional service at 

competitive rates for all of your 
engineering and maintenance 

requirements.

• A�ordable Luxury Private Hire
• Available 7 Days a Week
• Professional & Reliable Service
• Long Distance Journeys including: 
    - Airports
    - Seaports 
    - Rail Station serving Euro Destinations
• Wedding & Other Special Events

Please contact Peter for a quotation

07375 214411
info@elitetravellewes.co.uk
www.elitetravellewes.co.uk 

Free next day collection 
and delivery service now 

available in your area

Our services include: 

20%  introductory discount
Please quote ‘BELL WALK 20’ with your fi rst order

5 Bell Walk, Uckfield, TN22 5DQ
Telephone: 01825 769749

Email: hello@bellwalkdrycleaners.co.uk

Hand Finished • Duvets 
Curtains • Wedding Dresses
Laundry • Leather & Suede
Shirt Service • Same Day

Alterations & Repairs
Collection & Delivery
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07872 170586 • pm_french85@live.co.uk

Pressure Washing Service

Surface cleaning
Driveways • Patios

Block paving • Decking
Solar panel cleaning

www.pmfservices.co.uk

HARDWOOD

LOGS
Bulk- Kindling-Log Sacks

FREE local delivery

Call Jamie Russell on:

T: 01323 811312
M: 07977 630711

I concluded by saying that life was never dull 
on the Planning Committee but we had no 
idea then that much of what I had written 
would be tested beyond all recognition! 

In May we embarked on the first of three 
appeals. Mitchelswood Farm Public Inquiry (for 
sixty three dwellings),  55 Allington Road (the 
erection of nine self build houses) and Woods 
Fruit Farm for sixty nine homes (or sixty eight if 
the current dwelling is not demolished).  

That means that in the last ten months we 
have had seven appeals and by the time you 
read this article they will all be over but we 
may not have had all of the results.

We have had the results of four of the appeals, 
three were mentioned in the last edition and 
we now know that the results of the hearing 
held in February for 45 Allington Road.  It was, 
as with the previous three, all in our favour. 
This consistency from the Inspectorate which 
has tested and challenged the policies in our 
Neighbourhood Plan (NNP) which is part of the 
Lewes Local Plan (LLP) is excellent.  However 
with the Planning White Paper published on 
7th August, the whole planning system is up 
in the air and we as a Council will be taking an 
active part in the consultation process.

In order to keep Newick a village and not a 
small town we must try and defend our NNP.  
This has taken up a huge amount of our time 
and energy and we thank all of the residents 
who have sent in their own letters of concern 
to the Inspectorate.

Happily other planning issues have not been 
as challenging.  At our monthly virtual Council 
meetings we make recommendations for the 
District Council to consider and there have been 
far fewer than usual since the lockdown began.
Interestingly there have been quite a number 

for new porches!  However we did have two 
contentious planning applications which 
went to the Lewes District Council Planning 
Committee and usual practice would have 
been for me plus three others who wished to 
make a verbal representation to go in person 
to the meeting. 

However these are not usual times.  The 
committee now meets virtually every few 
weeks using Microsoft Teams (which seems 
to be the preferred method for government 
meetings) and those wishing to ‘speak’ have 
to submit their speech two days prior to the 
meeting which is then read out during the 
meeting by a member of the LDC staff. 

Anyone can ‘watch’ the meeting live so at 
least we could do that from the comfort of 
our own homes with a mug of tea!  For the 
Woods Fruit Farm application which happened 
early August, those who ‘spoke’ against the 
application were myself on behalf of the Parish 
Council, Mel Goddard (neighbour), Tony Turk 
(on behalf of the Village Society), Baroness 
Julia Cumberlege (resident) and Roy Burman 
(our District Councillor). 

Those who spoke for the application were 
two of the applicants and a representative 
of Thakeham Homes. The application was 
dismissed but as you will already have read 
their previous application is one of our appeal 
cases.

Onto other duties of the Planning Committee. 

There have been very few tree applications 
over the last few months and no CIL 
applications, although again we expect both 
to change over the next few months.

Planning Committee
Keeping Newick a well planned village
In the last edition I wrote about how the planning process works 
giving examples that were current.   

We are often challenged on the topic of 
affordable homes with many people saying 
that they aren’t affordable.  This term is not of 
our choosing but is a government term and 
there is a separate article on this topic should 
you be interested.   All of our sites in the NNP 
except for HO1.5 have forty percent affordable 
housing.  

We continue to monitor what is happening 
at National level in the planning world and I 
mentioned at the start of this article that we 
will be joining in the consultation of the White 
Paper. There are rumours of other changes 
which will have significant effect on the local 
picture and we are poised to react to these 
challenges in a timely manner. 

We consider it crucial for the future of Newick 
that we remain in charge of the planning 
process otherwise change will be done to us 
rather than by us all.  Keep safe and thank you 
for your continued support.

Councillor Cathy Wickens

“Tom has completely blown me away! His work, 
reasonable prices and fun, friendly attitude have 

made it a pleasure to get our decorating work 
done!”

Lucy - Upper Beeding

“I would highly recommend Tom. Two other 
decorators let us down and then Tom was 

recommended to us. His work is exceptional, he is 
polite, trustworthy and

reasonably priced!”
Becky - Steyning
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For more information about us,
 please call: 01825 721 800 

or you may also email us at 
toddlers777@gmail.com

WWW.TODDLERSINNNURSERY.CO.UK

The Toddlers Inn team are looking forward to
meeting new faces and welcoming you for a

showaround of our amazing early years
educational space...

 
 

We have holiday club spaces available during all
half terms and summer holidays

TODDLERS INN IS LOCATED IN
NORTH CHAILEY, LEWES,  EAST SUSSEX. 

OPEN 8:00AM - 6:00PM
MONDAY - FRIDAY

4 MONTHS - 11 YEARS

TODDLERS INN NURSERY SCHOOL

Childcare Spaces Available

Cooper & Son
Fuller & Scott
Funeral Directors

www.cpj� eld.co.uk

Cooper & Son Rose Cottage, 11 New Town, 
Uck� eld  TN22 5DL  |  01825 763 763 

Fuller & Scott The Wakelyns, Civic Approach, 
Uck� eld  TN22 1AJ  |  01825 763 241

Conversations can give your 
family important insights to 
the things that matter the 
most to you.

Everyone has their unique story to tell. 
Come and talk to us; we would love 
to have a chat.

A local and affordable service
to transform your garden.

Please call Ollie for a FREE quote 

 

07811340112

 

All aspects of fencing and repairs,
tree surgery, hedge cutting

and garden clearance 

& Tree surgery

odeb0908@gmail.com

What is Affordable Housing?
I’ve always disliked the term affordable housing as it builds 
expectations which are so often dashed.  

What makes a home ‘affordable’ has become 
a serious point of contention this is because 
there are two ways to answer the question 
‘what is affordability?’

•  One focuses on the person and what they 
can afford to pay for their housing.  Therefore 
your home is affordable if you can afford to 
live in it, you can pay the rent or mortgage 
without being forced to cut back on the 
essentials or worse still, falling into debt.

•  The other focuses on the home and what 
type (or tenure) of home it is.  This is therefore 
the focus of this article. 

Affordable Housing (capital A and H) can 
be defined as any home that is not private 
market housing, that is, not a home bought 
privately or a home that’s rented from a private 
landlord. There are lots of schemes included 
under this definition and examples of each 
type can be found in Newick. They include:

•  Social rented housing also often called 
Council housing.  It tends to have a low rent, 
is secure and prioritised by need. 17% of all 
homes nationally are social rented, while 
the rest in this list account for about 1% 
altogether.  Newick Parish Council would like 
to be able to see lots more social housing 
built but developers are not interested, and 
grants are extremely hard to come by.

•  Affordable rented housing is generally owned 
by a registered landlord sometimes called a 
housing association and they charge rents at 
least 20% below local market rents (including 
service charges where applicable).  Therefore 
they tend to be a higher rent than social 
housing but less than renting from a private 
landlord and are also prioritised by need.

•  Shared ownership is housing that you buy 
part of and rent part of with the rent being 
paid to a registered landlord as above.  
For people unable to afford or borrow a 
mortgage for the full property value, this can 
be a good way of getting on the property 
ladder especially when property prices are 
increasing. 

•  Intermediate Rent homes are for those who 
wish to buy but cannot afford full market 
rates so these are generally offered at about 
80% of market value.  You can do this through 
shared ownership (the freehold stays with 
the owner of the remaining 20%) or shared 
equity (the freehold belongs to the purchaser 
but the remaining 20% secures the future of 
the home should it be sold and make it to 
future families).  Most importantly there is no 
need to pay rent on the unpurchased equity 
share meaning purchasers only ever pay a 
mortgage (and any service charges).

According to my research Starter Homes 
should also come under the category 
of Affordable Housing. However as the 
government guidance was removed in 
February of this year I have omitted 
it from this article.  

Councillor Cathy Wickens

12 NewickParishCouncilMagazine
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LW/19/0898/CD - Newick Park Newick Park 
Road Newick East Sussex BN8 4SB. Discharge 
of conditions 2,6,7,8 (LW/19/0507). Approved

LW/19/0911 - 92 Allington Road. Creation 
of Detached Dwelling, extension to existing 
dwelling. Refused

LW/19/0921 - 39 High Hurst Close 
Amendment to planning application 
LW/19/0677 for new first floor bedroom above 
ground floor extention. Approved

LW/20/0001- Brislands Jackies Lane The 
proposed works include a small single storey 
side extension. Approved

LW/20/0028 - Rotherfield Farmhouse Lane End 
Common North Chailey East Sussex BN8 4JJ. 
Retrospective application for the retention of 
new felt, graded battens and replacement tiles.
Approved

LW/20/0042 - Noreg Blind Lane 
Proposed alterations to previously consented 
annexe conversion of existing. Approved

LW/20/0073/CD - 85 Western Road 
Proposed discharge of conditions 4 (Impact of 
High Groundwater), 11. Approved

 LW/20/0080 - 22 Newick Drive. Single storey 
rear extension. Approved

LW/20/0124 - Land Adjacent To The Rough 
And Vernons Road. Reserved matters 
application for the approval of appearance, 
scale, access. Refused

LW/20/0125 - Springfield The Green Newick 
East Sussex BN8 4LA. Demolition of outbuilding 
and erection of extension to the east elevation. 
Approved

LW/20/0138 - Sharpsbridge Farm Sharpsbridge 
Lane parking, bin and cycle storage, 
landscaping following Outline Consent.
Refused

LW/20/0160 - 1 Harmers Hill. Erection of 
veranda to replace entrance porch extension, 
pitched roofs to existing flat roofed areas, 
replacement pitched roof to existing single-
storey building incorporating raising the 
ridge, front bay window extension, two new 
rooflights and rear covered external area. 
Approved

LW/20/0162 - 29 Oldaker Road Newick East 
Sussex BN8 4LN. Proposed conversion of 
existing garage including new roof.  
Awaiting decision

LW/20/0164 - Springfield The Green 
Newick East Sussex BN8 4LA - Demolition of 
outbuilding and erection of extension to the 
east elevation. Approved

LW/20/0238 - 44 Church Road 
Replacement of front porch including new 
lobby. Approved

LW/20/0240 - 16 Allington Road 
Insertion of rear dormer and loft conversion.  
Approved

LW/20/0266 - 44 Oldaker Road Newick East 
Sussex BN8 4LP. Single Storey rear extension 
together with associated internal and external 
alterations. Approved

LW/20/0272 - Double Barns Farm Newick 
Park Road . Change of use to a pair of semi-
detached dwelling (class C3).
Prior Approval Approved

LW/20/0292 - Oak House Narrow Road 
Construction of a disabled access ramp and a 
small porch extension. Approved

LW/20/0298 - Woods Fruit Farm Goldbridge 
Road. Demolition of Oakside and erection of 
69 dwellings, with associated access. 
Refused

LW/20/0396 and 0397 - The White Cottage 
Sharpsbridge Lane. Demolition of an existing non-
original conservatory. New single-storey bay.
Awaiting decision

LW/20/0454 - Sharpsbridge Farm 
Sharpsbridge Lane. Certificate of lawfulness 
for existing use of office at Sharpsbridge Farm. 
Awaiting decision

LW/20/0470 - 16 Allington Road. Loft 
conversion with front facing hip to barn end. 
Awaiting decision

Planning applications Environment & Recreation Committee
Taking care of the village environment.
Life has been very different since our first 
article – as a village we are so fortunate to 
have many country walks to explore and to 
have the network of twittens that help us 
move around the Parish. These areas have 
given everyone the opportunity to take their 
‘daily recommended exercise’ in the fresh air 
whilst our usual recreation has been limited.

Reedens Meadows has been well used and 
appreciated during the lockdown… by 
ramblers; families having picnics and enjoying 
the space; and dog walkers. There have been 
issues with the amount of dog poo. The bins 
are often overflowing, with bags being left on 
top of and around the bins. The hot weather 
has meant that these bags quickly become 
very smelly.  The site is still in the stewardship 
of the developers, who arrange for the regular 
emptying of the bins – but as the site has been 
used much more during lockdown, they have 
not been able to keep up with the quantity.  
If you use this area regularly with your dog, 
please take your ‘packages’ home - if the bin 
is full and don’t just leave them in the open.  
Once the ownership of the site is passed 
to Lewes District Council, we will try to get 
larger bins installed or have the existing ones 
emptied more regularly.

Recently, as we start to emerge from this 
unprecedented pandemic, we have been 
able to reopen the children’s playground – 
following Government advice and with the 
guidance of Lewes District Council, a formal 
risk assessment of the area was made. It is so 
good for the children to have the freedom 
of using the playground equipment again. 
Whilst it was closed, our village handyman 
had taken the opportunity to paint several 
items of equipment. Notices are now displayed 
asking all users to respect social distancing 
and to make sure that the area does not 
become overcrowded.  As with all the official 
guidelines, using common sense and respect 
for others is paramount.

During lockdown, we have made regular visits 
to the King George V Playing Field and have 
dealt with several problems, including a tree 
which fell across the newt pond on Good 
Friday (many thanks to Treewise for making 
the area safe again so promptly).

In July several Councillors carried out the annual 
village inspection which encompasses all the 
open areas and includes the Village Green and 
the Playing Fields and covers all the equipment 
and items such as benches & hedges.   

The major issue that was highlighted was the 
increased level of litter around the village… 
and even some graffiti has appeared, which 
we have had removed. We were planning to 
hold a litterpick event in April, which had to 
be postponed.  Our village handyman does 
a wonderful job of regularly collecting litter, 
however we would ask everyone to keep 
their empty bottles, wrappers and take away 
packaging and take them home to dispose of. 
The national Keep Britain Tidy are promoting 
a autumn clean event, from 11th to 27th 
September 2020 which will be carried out in 
line with current Government guidance – it 
will not be possible to hold a public event 
but we would encourage you to look at their 
website, read the details and take part:  
www.keepbritaintidy.org

Another issue was the condition of the 
wooden benches around the village…. several 
years ago, one of our former Councillors had 
spent many hours of his spare time rubbing 
down and treating all of the benches. It is a 
time-consuming task that took him several 
months – but not only make the benches 
better to look at but preserves their lifespan.   
We would welcome any volunteers or groups 
who would be willing to ‘adopt a bench’ and 
we would help with the cost of the materials.  
(please contact the Clerk if you can help)

Councillor Melanie Thew
Chair of Environment and Recreation Committee
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However, one area where we are seeing an 
increase is in rural crime which includes crimes 
affecting agricultural equipment, equine, 
wildlife and buildings. This means that in many 
of our villages in Sussex that rural crime is a 
big issue.

Sussex Police have stepped up to the mark and 
in June launched a new rural crime team.

The team has been brought together to serve 
the rural community, to increase confidence and 
encourage reporting through preventing crime 
and carrying out more proactive investigations.

Made up of two sergeants, eight constables 
and six police community support officers 
(PCSOs), they aim to make rural communities 
feel safer by building long-lasting 
partnerships, responding to the community’s 
needs and providing an effective policing 
service. In turn, this work aims to increase 
confidence in the police in more isolated areas.

With 62% of Sussex’s area dedicated to 
farming and a significant proportion being 
in the South Downs National Park, Sussex is 
defined as ‘significantly rural’ by DEFRA (2011).

Recently, Sussex Police arrested three men 
near High Hurstwood, Wealden, on suspicion 
of burglary and going equipped for burglary. 
This is just one example of the force’s approach 
to disrupting rural crime in the county.

I recently held a virtual meeting with local 
farmers and rural crime was high on their 
list of concerns with cases having increased 
during lockdown and the issue of trespass 
being significant.

I am hoping that the introduction of this new 
rural crime team will give residents living in 

our rural areas confidence that resources are 
going into to making their communities safer. 

Do let me know if you have been affected by 
rural crime as I can be contacted on: 
maria.caulfield.mp@parliament.uk

During lockdown we have generally seen a fall in crime with 
reduced numbers of violence and burglary. 

UPDATE FROM
MARIA CAULFIELD MP An update from Maria Caulfield

07759 074 439
peter@uckfieldpainterdecorator.co.uk

Free Estimates • Enhanced DBS • Fully Insured
40 Years’ Experience • No VAT • Wallpapering

Domestic & Commercial

Want the  
best lawn ever?

Prices from

per treatment

£15*  

What we do:

Find out more and visit 
greenthumb.co.uk/
treatments

For a FREE lawn analysis  
  

email haywardsheath@greenthumb.co.uk

greenthumb.co.uk

As lawn care 
experts we apply 
bespoke, seasonal 
treatments to 
keep your lawn 
continually 
nourished and 
weed free. 
Whatever the size 
or condition, we 
ensure that every 
lawn receives the 
love and attention 
it deserves

17NewickParishCouncilMagazine
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These have certainly been extraordinary times for Newick Primary 
School. 
With the government’s announcement that all 
schools were to close in a matter of a couple 
of days, we worked very quickly to ensure that 
our school remained open for key workers and 
families most in need.

Newick School became a local hub and we 
were delighted to welcome eligible children 
from Fletching and Chailey St Peter’s Primary 
School. All of the children, many of whom 
had parents on the front line of the COVID 
response got on tremendously well and took 
part in lots of outdoor activities. The school 
gardens have never looked so vibrant and well 
kept!

Our staff worked throughout lockdown to care 
for the children in school, as well as providing 
remote learning opportunities for the children 
at home. On the 1st June, Newick was one of 
only 40% of schools in the country to open 
more widely to children from Early Years, Year 1 
and Year 6. Every member of staff returned full 
time to teach ‘bubbles’ of 15 children.

The children of Fletching and Chailey St Peter’s 
returned to their own settings. From a rather 
tentative start the vast majority of our children 

in those classes returned to school, where they 
became used to a more ‘socially distanced’ 
style of education. We even managed a socially 
distanced Sports Day.

In the last week of term, children from every 
year group visited school for the day to catch 
up with their friends and teachers and get to 
know their teachers for this coming academic 
year.

We are really looking forward to the return of 
all of our children in September. It has been 
an extremely challenging time for everyone 
but the families of Newick have, as always 
been hugely supportive and I am in no doubt 
that our school community will continue to 
flourish.

Natalie Alty
Headteacher
Email: 
admin@newick-ce-prm.e-sussex.sch.uk
Telephone: 
01825 723377
Newick Church of England Primary School
63 Allington Road, Newick, Lewes, East Sussex
BN8 4NB

Newick Church of England 
Primary School

At Newick Pre-School we feel we are very much a part of 
the village and we welcome children aged 2-5 years.  

Newick Pre-School News

From March 2020 the Pre-School had to 
suddenly close due to the recent pandemic.  
This was very sad time for everyone and we 
missed all the children very much.

We are proud of all our children during these 
unusual times.  In the Summer term we were 
able to reopened for the last 2 weeks of term 
for Vulnerable children, children of key workers 
and children going to big school in September.  
It was great to have some of our children back 
and to have the opportunity to say goodbye to 
all the children going to big school.  Everyone 
at the Pre-School would like to wish all the 
children well at big school.

In September we welcomed back our existing 
families back and some new families and 
children too.

In the Autumn we are planning 
some exciting events through the 
support of our new committee team.  

The Pre-School is term time only for children 
aged 2 years and over, open Monday to Friday.  
Our session times are, Morning session - 9am 
- 12.30pm, Afternoon session - 12.30pm - 3pm 
or all day - 9am - 3pm. We accept universal 
and extended (30hr) funding.  We also accept 
2 year old funding.  With spaces still available 
this is the perfect place for children to make 
friends and enjoy learning through play.  

For more information call 07788 603633, 
email newickpreschool@hotmail.co.uk or 
visit www.newickpreschool.co.uk. We also 
have a facebook page where you can keep up 
to date with Newick Pre-School news.

Katy Elliott  
Manager
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Rootz Footpaths Map

Haywards Heath and Burgess Hill  
Osteopathic Practices
A G Pusey Associates

This large and established osteopathic practice has served  
the communities in Haywards Heath, Burgess Hill and 

surrounding villages in Mid Sussex for more than 30 years.

 
Haywards Heath and Burgess Hill clinics provide care for  

a whole range of people with a diversity of problems.

 

www.puseyosteopath.co.uk

Haywards Heath Osteopathic Practice
Awbrook Lodge
Lewes Road 
(junction with Slugwash Lane)
Scaynes Hill
Haywards Heath, West Sussex
RH17 7TB

01444 831576

Burgess Hill Osteopathic Practice
15 Millwood (junction with Mill Road)
Burgess Hill, West Sussex
RH15 8EB

01444 239333
 

 It is no secret that Newick suffers with intermittent, slow and 
unreliable internet speed and service
This is exasperated with ancient telecoms 
infrastructure that is not fit for purpose and 
21st century needs now or in the future.
A local group has been created by Cllr 
Tom Whitlock to take advantage of the 
Governments Rural Gigabit Internet initiative.
The scheme allows local residential and business 
telephone users to register their interest to a 
central organiser who will manage the project.
The government will then issue a grant of 
£1500 per household and £3500 per business 
user to go towards the cost of BT Openworld 
updating the crumbling existing infrastructure 
to a full fibre optic connection from exchange 
to local box and then to property. 
The result will guarantee at least 100mbps 
connection to the home with many 
connections doubling this speed. We therefore 
require local residents and businesses to 
register their interest in this initiative. 

The Parish Council are supporting this initiative 
and promoting the scheme as internet will 
become a more important factor in all parts of 
family and business life in the future. 
To register your interest please contact the 
Parish Council with your name and property 
address at newickpc@newick.net or register 
with your name address and postcode at the 
registration point at Post Office Newick Drive. 
Alternatively, for Facebook users, register at the 
“Newick Internet Improvement Page” and “direct 
message” your name, address and postcode for 
us to add your details to the online portal. 
We will be running this initiative until 30th 
September so need the maximum registrations 
to make this project viable. With your help we 
can make unreliable communications a thing of 
the past. Thank you for your continued support.
 
Councillor Tom Whitlock

Newick Internet Improvement Group
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Chailey and Newick Colts Football Club 
Lindsey Rodgers 
chaileyandnewickcolts@gmail.com   
www.chaileyandnewickcoltsfc.webs.com
Newick Country Market 
Joy Slipper- 01825 722907
joy_slipper@hotmail.com
Newick Football Club  
Pat Furzer - 07964073132  | p.furzer@aol.com
Newick Horticultural Society 
Jenny Walton - 01825 724295
eric.walton4@btopenworld.com
www.newickhorticultural.co.uk
NEASSA – Newick Emergency & Armed 
Services Support Association 
Ashley Stockwell - 07941010157 
hello@NEASSA.org | www.NEASSA.org
Newick Allotment Society 
newick.allotments@gmail.com 
www.e-voice.org.uk/nas/
Newick Cinema 
Mike Berry - 01825 723392
newickcinemail@outlook.com
Chailey Repair Cafe 
Bryan McAlley - chaileyrc@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/RepairCafe.org
Newick Twinning Association 
Andy Wilson - 01825 724223
enquiries@newick-twinning.org.uk
www.newick-twinning.org.uk
Newick Green W.I 
Joy Slipper - 01825 722907
joy_slipper@hotmail.com
Chailey and Newick Painting Group 
Lindsey M. Ashworth - 01444 831229
lindsey-ashworth@outlook.com
www.chaileyandnewickpaintinggroup.com
Solo Friends 
Ian Reekie - 01825 722957
ianreekie24@gmail.com
Newick Table Tennis 
Anthony Mayes - 01825 722404
amayestony@gmail.com
www.newickttc.yolasite.com
Newick Bowls Club 
Peter Carter - 01273 205139
secretary@bowlsnewick.co.uk
www.bowlsnewick.co.uk

Lewes Windmill District Trefoil Guild
Linda Samson - 01825 723171
linda.samson@btinternet.com
Girlguiding Lewes Windmill District
Terie Galpin - 0728699881
terie.galpin@outlook.com | girlguiding.org.uk
Newick Amateur Dramatic Society (NADS)
Barbara Bone - 01825 722359
barbarabone986@gmail.com | newickdrama.org
Newick Stoolball Club
Gill Hemsley - 01825 722081
newickstoolball@gmail.com
Newick Badminton Club 
Christine Howard - 01825 769502
hristinehowardlee@gmail.com
newickbadmintonclub.com
Newick Bonfire Society
Sue Holman Williams -  01825 723699
sueholman26@hotmail.co.uk
Newick Rugby Football Club
mail@newickrfc.com | www.newickrfc.com
Stitchers of Newick
Marilyn Williscroft – 01825 722705
Newick Cricket Club
Membership Secretary – Daphne Strachan
01825 722928 | newickccmembership@hotmail.com
www.newick.play-cricket.com 

COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS
The Lady Vernon Educational Foundation Trust
Mrs. Linda M. Farmer Clerk/Trustee
01825 722061 | linda.farmer.1@btinternet.com 
Newick Distress Trust
Geoff Clinton - 01825 722512

HALLS FOR HIRE
Newick Community Centre - bookings
Newickcommunitycentre@gmail.com 
www.newick.net/community-centre/ 
Newick Sports Pavilion - Bookings
Bookings Secretary - 01825 722135
pavilion.newick@gmail.com 
www.newicksportspavilion.org.uk
Newick  Village Hall
Anne Roper - 07377 872469
newickvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk | www.newick.net
The Barn Centre, St. Mary’s Church
Sue Balloch - 01825 722801/07747630657
sueballoch@btconnect.com | newickchurch.org

Clubs and societies

If your organisation has not been listed on here and you would like it to be, please email the Parish Clerk at: 
newickpc@newick.net

Stitchers Of Newick are a friendly, informal group 
of women who enjoy stitching together and sharing skills. 
We meet at the Newick Community Centre on 
the last Friday of each month at 1.30pm
We were formerly the Newick Quilting Group, 
set up by Jane Harpley, an accomplished local 
patchwork and quilting teacher, who taught us 
basics of this craft and we made some lovely 
quilts and other pieces.

After Jane left the village we decided keep the 
group going, not as a teaching group, but to 
open up membership to anyone who would 
like to meet and work on their own sewing/
stitching projects and enjoy a calm afternoon 
with the only interruption being a cuppa and 
biscuits.  

We enjoy sharing our skills and helping 
each other.  Some of us are continuing to 
concentrate on patchwork and quilting 
techniques whilst others are engaged on 
embroidery, tapestry, dressmaking or a variety 
of other projects including re-use of vintage 
fabrics and trims, repairs of much loved 
garments or household linens, making dolls 
clothes or just tackling the mending basket. 
You name it, if it involves a needle and thread, 
we do it! 

Why not come along and bring some sewing 
with you?

NB:  Due to the current Corona Virus situation, 
we have had to cancel our meetings for the 
time being.  If you are interested in coming 
along in the future, do give Marilyn Williscroft 
a call on 01825 722705 and she will make a 
note to let you know when we reconvene.

Focus on Stitchers of Newick

African scene by Sandy Kraan 
(appliqué and raised work)

Antique quilt fragment repaired 
by Marilyn Williscroft 

Vintage tapestries made up into 
cushions

Sampler quilt by Jane Loveday 
(patchwork and quilting)
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Have you bought your copy yet?
The book is called ’A Childhood in the Village 
of Newick, Sussex, around the 1940s’, by 
Newick ‘senior citizen’ Christine Ripley (nee 
Carter). Christine recalls her vivid memories 
of those times in this fine, 36-page, colour-
illustrated, professionally printed booklet.

ALL proceeds will go to the Newick Distress 
Trust. There is no fixed price, so please give 
generously for a copy of 
this new booklet to help 
those in need in our parish 
in these troubled times. Buy 
a copy from ‘The Pantry’ at 
20, Church Road Newick 
(on the corner of Allington 
Road)...payment by cash... 
or by cheque payable to 
‘Newick Distress Trust’.

The Parish Council Clerk 
asked Christine’s friend Tony 
Turk some questions on the 
creation of the book... 

What was your 
involvement? 
I received the handwritten 
notes from Christine 
which I then typed out, 
assembled them into an 
order with headings, added 
some photos and illustrations (particularly 
important to sparkle things up), played on the 
correct computer buttons and sent it off for 
professional printing of copies. I love studying 
the history of Newick, so I found it so easy to 
get enthusiastic about the project. 

What was Christine’s inspiration/motivation 
for writing the book? 
When in the ‘senior citizen’ category, nostalgia 
can creep up on you. Christine has a very 
impressive memory and felt obliged to write 
down her memories for anyone that has an 
interest in Newick. The period of the 1940s 
is particularly significant because it included 
wartime. One reader has said that the book  ‘is 
truly a historical document’.

With the corona virus coming in the middle 
of the project it was decided to pass all the 
proceeds from sale of the book to the Newick 
Distress Trust. Christine particularly wanted 
to recognise the book as something to cheer 
people up in such troublesome times. We are 
very grateful to ‘The Pantry’ for kindly agreeing 
to sell the copies (a good reason to visit there 
for their wonderful food).

How did you work 
together?
With lots of conversations. 
They were never short 
chats!  I supplemented 
Christine’s latest notes 
with others that she had 
done some years ago, plus 
some memories that we 
had from her brother Tony, 
and adding extra snippets 
that came up in our 
conversations.  
How did you research the 
information required?
Vivid memories just flow 
from Christine. I did some 
checks where necessary of 
old documents to confirm the 
accuracy of the memories.

Did you discover anything new when 
looking into the history for the book?
The old Oak Tree Cottage at Founthill, which 
was the home so loved by Christine,
was demolished several years ago and 
replaced, but it was quite moving for Christine 
to see, about a year ago, the old house name 
board still remaining, hidden deep in the 
hedge on the road frontage.

Anything else you feel may be of interest?
The last two sentences of the book summarise 
Christine’s thoughts... ‘Life was as we found 
it, with no television to make us want more. 
Looking back on those days now I realise how 
lucky we were and I marvel that such fun and 
adventure that we were enjoying could be 
found in such a simple existence’.

New book on Newick
On the 16th March a meeting was held at Newick Community 
Centre with Rev Mundy, Patsy Bailey, David Whelpton, Councillor 
Chris Armitage and myself as Clerk. 

Newick Community Response

Social distancing back then was a new 
phenomenon, so we all spread ourselves 
around the room in a slightly awkward fashion. 
The meeting was friendly and positive but 
everyone in that room was gravely concerned 
about what may lay ahead. We had all seen 
the news as to how the Covid-19 virus was 
developing in Italy and Spain and now England 
appeared to be following the same path. On 
the day of the meeting people were now 
working from home if possible, but schools, 
shops and pubs were still open as normal. The 
meeting was called to prepare for the worst. 
How could the community come together to 
support each other? What action needed to be 
taken to identify and support the villages most 
vulnerable residents? 

We agreed to call the project ‘Newick 
Community Response’ (NCR) and an email 
address was created in that name. Rev. 
Mundy had already been approached by Kate 
Alexander asking how she could help the 
village and she kindly agreed to monitor the 
incoming emails and coordinate requests. 

As lockdown started it was important to get 
the word out there quickly so that residents in 
a position to volunteer could help those that 
needed it most. A facebook page and flyer was 
created in the first few days. When an appeal 
to deliver those flyers to every road in central 
Newick was made, so many residents quickly 
offered to cover each road and were willing 
to help however they could. Circulating the 
contact information resulted in requests for 
support but Kate received many emails of 
support too. 

David Alexander created a dedicated website 
for Newick Community Response as a single 
point of information. A simple one page 
newsletter was published weekly whilst things 
were changing quickly and an additional tab 
was added to the Newick.net website. 

Whatsapp groups were created for instant 
support and many roads in the village created 
their own groups for supporting each other.

As lockdown continued, each week NCR 
exchanged emails about what issues were 
being seen in the village. Early on, concerns 
about residents feeling lonely and isolated 
were discussed. Normally in Newick we are 
blessed with a huge variety of groups, events 
and social opportunities. How would people 
feel about all this being stopped and being 
unable to see children and grandchildren? 
To help where possible a buddy system was 
created and people scheduled frequent calls 
with their buddies to check in, have a chat 
and just make sure everything was ok. Our 
village shops did an amazing job of staying 
open but some residents shielding needed 
support getting provisions. The Village Hall 
kindly donated the space to store food and 
volunteers created a food ordering and 
delivery service for those most in need.

As lockdown eased and online supermarket 
deliveries became more available then some 
of what NCR did was scaled back however 
conservations still happened behind the 
scenes about what the future held. It was 
agreed that the infrastructure was kept in 
place in the event of a localised outbreak 
or second lockdown. None of us could have 
predicted a pandemic and the method of 
working used by NCR could be applied to any 
challenges Newick may face in the future. 
I have heard so many heart warming stories 
over the past 6 months and want to thank 
each and every person who volunteered on 
behalf of NCR. I know many other towns or 
villages were slow to react to the challenges 
faced but the speed at which Newick 
responded and the way residents pulled 
together is something everyone in Newick 
should be proud of. 

Clerk to Newick Parish Council
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When Ann Altria moved to Newick from the Middle East she always 
thought that the village really needed a local café or coffee shop.
She herself had always liked the idea of having 
a café but was nervous of taking a leap of faith. 
However, after 20 years of midwifery and a 
significant birthday looming, she took that 
chance - it was now or never! In March 2017 
The Pantry was opened. 

Ann said “It was such a steep learning curve and 
dealing with building control, bin storage, 52 
page documents about toilets nearly put me 
off but with the support of family and friends 
we managed to pull it off!”. For three years 
Ann worked tirelessly building the business, 
developing the menu and making The Pantry a 
wonderful space well known locally for amazing 
cakes, quality coffee and lovely lunches.

So, when a global pandemic hits what 
happens to a small business like The Pantry? 
Ann thought that if she closed then she 
would not be able to reopen. So rather than 
admitting defeat Ann decided to try to tick 
over with reduced hours with herself and 
Dianne Reeds. 

To lift the mood in what could have been a 
depressing time, Ann and Dianne became 
the characters Miranda and Stevie!  Shortly 
afterwards P.J. Warren joined the mini-team 
and became the Scone Queen. One day they 
accidentally knocked of the ‘R’ from THE 
PANTRY window signage. They left it for 24 
hours saying THE PANTY - no-one noticed. 
Then, like Faulty Towers, they continued to 
change the letters around .... THE PARTY, HER 
NATTY, THE RANTY to name but a few.

The Pantry Team quickly listened to people’s 
needs – they started stocking more eggs, 
greeting cards, small gifts from local sources.  
Ann recalls “The village were amazing 
and rallied round to support us.  We were 
constantly evolving - V.E. day celebrations 
meant cream teas and afternoon tea boxes, I 
made over 100 birthday/celebration cakes.  

Then came Father’s Day Boxes. We gave free 
home deliveries for people who were shielding 
or were vulnerable.”  

During this time The Pantry Customers were 
very supportive, some even telephoned 
through orders every day. People contacted 
the cafe not only from the village but also 
some from overseas calls requesting surprise 
cakes or afternoon tea boxes to be delivered to 
loved ones in the village and surrounding area.

As lockdown eased the business continued to 
evolve – the Afternoon Tea boxes became even 
more popular with people buying individual 
boxes and socially distancing in parks and 
back gardens. When it was permitted that The 
Pantry was allowed to have chairs and tables 
in use, the numbers of tables were reduced 
from pre lockdown numbers to allow for social 
distancing, but these could be reserved in 
advance. The Pantry signed up to the ‘Eat Out 
to Help Out Scheme’ which ran during August, 
giving 50% discount to those eating in. 

Going forward The Pantry continues as a 
friendly place with delicious food but also has 
a number of third-party goods for sale. 

These include Friday Flowers with Cecelia 
Jones, Grassington Organic Eggs, Downsview 
Organic Ice Cream, Crumble & Core - Cards 
& Earrings, PJ’s Pepper Jelly, Newick Honey, 
Ringden Farm Preserves, Kim Perry’s Hand 
& Footbalm, Alexander Thurow Scarves & 
Costume jewellery, St Eval Candles and a 
number of local history books.

The Pantry 20 Church Road, Lewes BN8 4JX
01825 721118

A business surviving lockdown
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Poop, do-do, excrement, faecal matter, dung or whatever you want 
to call it. 

Air Ambulance Kent Surrey Sussex (KSS) is always ready to provide 
world-class, fast-response, emergency medical care every hour of 
every day. 

Not a week goes by when I don’t receive a 
complaint or concern about dog waste. Maybe 
because we are blessed with direct access to 
countryside that we seem to have a higher 
than average dog ownership in Newick. Having 
scraped dog poo off my children’s shoes on 
the walk to school I understand that it’s pretty 
grim when dog owners don’t pick up after 
their canine companions. We have two dogs 
ourselves, but nothing risks the reappearance 
of my breakfast like dealing with the produce of 
an unknown animal before 9am. 

There are lots of dog waste bins dotted around 
the village and these are supplied by and 
emptied by Lewes District Council. Some 
people might ask why there isn’t one 
on every street? Well firstly they cost 
a lot of money to install and empty. 
Secondly, they don’t look very nice in a 
rural environment, many residents 
would prefer to have as few 
‘urban items’ as possible in 
what is a very attractive village.  

The LDC red dog waste bins include two in 
Allington Road, one in Newick Drive, one on 
the alleyway near Cricketfield, and one on the 
alleyway behind the medical centre. There are 
four ‘dual waste’ bins at the Playing Fields which 
can be used for either rubbish or dog waste. 
You are also permitted to dispose dog waste in 
any of the normal LDC bins in the village.

I do ask that people do not use the bins that 
are owned by private individual without 
their permission or those of the Village Hall. 
If a dog waste bin is full please either use an 
alternative bin or take it home and dispose of. 
As Councillor Thew mentions in her article in 

this edition, Reedens Meadow which is 
managed by Thakeham Homes has 
had a couple of instances this year 
of a ‘poo mountain’ where people 
haven’t had the common sense to 

not leave their bags around a full bin. 

 Emma Reece
 Clerk to Parish Council

The Brown stuff

Air Ambulance

Their missions have saved thousands of lives 
which is only possible thanks to their amazing 
supporters.

It costs more than £14 million a year to sustain 
their world leading, cutting edge, innovative 
service, 89% of which is donated or raised by 
the people of Kent, Surrey and Sussex.

Last year alone, they were called out to 
help over 2,500 people in life-threatening 
conditions. They never stop innovating and 
improving the care they can give, which means 
every donation they receive is vital.

But the charity faces a significant shortfall in 
fundraising income, due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic. KSS’ collection pots alone normally 
bring in more than £200,000 a year, which is 
just one of the many ways they would usually 
be out in our communities fundraising. In 
April they launched a Coronavirus Emergency 
Appeal, to raise £2.9m. Incredibly they raised 
more than £1m within three months of the 
appeal launching, but there is still a significant 
way to go. Their priority remains responding 
to the sickest or most critically injured across 
their regions in their hour of need. Please 
support them and help them to continue their 
life-saving work by visiting: 
aakss.org.uk/appeal-campaign/.

There are many other ways you can support 
the charity too, like volunteering or taking part 
in one of their fundraisers. One such fundraiser 
is the 30 for 30 Challenge which was launched 
to celebrate KSS’s 30th anniversary and to help 
raise vital funds. Participants must complete 
their own 30-themed challenge during the 30 
days of September. The fundraiser is focused 
on health and well-being, encouraging 
supporters to get up and get active, or take up 
a challenge that focuses on promoting well-
being, like learning a new skill.

From giving up a favourite treat for 30 days to 
running 30 miles, taking on a 30-minute fitness 
challenge or reading 30 new books, the 30 for 
30 Challenge is open to everyone. 

It couldn’t be easier to get involved. Simply 
make up an activity inspired by the number 
30. Then encourage your friends and family to 
sponsor you for your 30 for 30 efforts and raise 
vital funds. We’re launching 30 for 30 on 1st 
September as it’s a month with 30 days in, but 
you can take on your challenge at any point.

Remember to tag us on social media 
@airambulancekss with any photos or videos 
of your challenge. Find out more about the 30 
for 30 Challenge here: aakss.org.uk/30for30 

Wayne Trinder, from Eastbourne was helped 
by KSS when he came off his electric mountain 
bike on the Seven Sisters earlier this year. He 
sustained a double femur fracture in his right 
leg and had severe bruising. 

“I felt immense relief and reassurance when I 
saw the KSS crew exit the helicopter in their 
bright red outfits and start to make tracks in 
my direction”, comments Wayne.

KSS were able to straighten and stabilise his 
leg, before transporting him to the Royal 
Sussex County Hospital in Brighton within 
approximately 10 minutes. 

“I can’t thank KSS enough for the ways 
in which they helped me. I’d say that 
comparatively my injuries are fairly minor 
compared to others that KSS help. For others it 
is literally life-saving work”, added Wayne. 

You can read Wayne’s full story and find out 
more about the charity and their life-saving 
work by visiting aakss.org.uk. There is also 
information on volunteering, for those readers 
who are interested.
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The Ecological Land Cooperative develops affordable, low impact, 
smallholdings for ecological agriculture. 
The high costs of land and rural housing 
make it nearly impossible for new entrants 
to farming to establish a farm business. By 
providing affordable and secure smallholdings, 
we are helping to address this crisis. 

Determined to turn good ideas into reality, to 
have a positive influence and to give hope to 
those choosing to live sustainably, we have 
designed a model for creating affordable, 
ecological smallholdings. Having successfully 
developed our first cluster of farms in Mid 
Devon, we have begun work on our second 
site in East Sussex and purchased our third site 
on the Gower.

We show that small-scale ecological farming 
CAN work in today’s economy. Sustainably 
managed smallholdings provide low-impact 
livelihoods, regenerate land and produce 
good, healthy food for local communities, 
increasing sustainability and resilience, and 
improving ecology and biodiversity for future 
generations.

By supporting new entrants into ecological 
agriculture, we help revitalise rural 
communities. We want to see a living, working 
countryside where land is valued as a way to 
enhance the good of communities and the 
natural world.

“We support models of land use that make 
land work for people and the environment. 
Unfortunately we repeatedly see new entrants 
to farming struggle to secure access to land, 
planning permission, or start-up finance. The 
Ecological Land Cooperative have an excellent 
strategy for helping new entrants overcome all 
of these. Their model will get more land into 
productive, ecological management.” 

Kate Swade
Director, Shared Assets 

Our Work
Sustainable rural livelihoods – such as small-
scale ecological food production – protect 
the environment and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by reducing fossil fuel use. 

Such businesses help build a vibrant, living 
countryside in which people flourish alongside 
our cherished landscapes and natural 
biodiversity, and have an important role to 
play in ensuring food and energy security. 
They also provide employment, access to local 
food and crafts, and educational opportunities 
for urban visitors, helping to maintain rural 
skills and to improve ecological literacy. Our 
mission is to increase access to affordable land 
for such livelihoods.

Our solution and core business is the creation 
of small clusters of three or more affordable 
residential smallholdings. As well as land, we 
provide smallholders with permission to build 
their own sustainable home, and with off-grid 
utilities and road access. Our model allows us 
to keep costs low, both through buying larger 
sites at a lower price per acre, and through 
distributing the cost of infrastructure, planning 
applications and subsequent site monitoring 
across a number of smallholdings. 

The model allows the smallholders to work and 
learn together and to provide mutual support. 
Our cooperative retains the freehold on each 
smallholding in order to protect it for affordable 
agricultural and ecological use in perpetuity.                      

Beyond this, our vision is one where land is 
valued and used as a means to enhance our 
collective good. At present land in the UK is 
the target of financial speculation; in contrast, 
our model champions a collective, ecological 
and cooperative vision of land ownership and 
land use.

The Context
Farming is inaccessible to new entrants. 
Even though the numbers of young people 
studying agriculture is growing, the average 
age of a British farmer is 59 and rising. Some of 
the factors causing this are: 

High land costs: the price of agricultural land 
is currently at record levels with an average 
of £9,000 per acre. Instability in the financial 
system, plus the subsidy regime, has led to 
an increase in land bought as an investment. 

In the period 2000-2010 new farm entrants 
accounted for just 4% of agricultural land 
purchasers.

High costs of rural housing: the average house 
price in rural areas has more than doubled 
over the past decade to over £250,000, while 
the average salary is £21,000. Land ownership: 
farms have been getting fewer and larger. 
Meanwhile, the number of County Farms has 
declined as Councils sell them off.

Farms are no longer affordable: most 
farmers cannot generate the income required 
to service a mortgage for the average farm 
from farming alone. The ratio of farm purchase 
price to average agricultural income is in 
excess of twenty to one on average. 

The result is a substantial body of people who 
wish to farm an ecological smallholding but 
cannot afford to do so. We want to change this.

Land Needed!
We are looking for donations of land which 
we will protect for ecological agriculture in 
perpetuity.

Do you have land that;
•  is 20 acres or more, or near to one of our 

existing sites
• has good vehicle access
• is south/east/west facing
• is below 200m altitude

If you have land to donate or know of land for 
sale or rent then please get in touch.
For  more information on how to become a 
farmer or donate land see: 
https://ecologicalland.coop/

Ecological Land Cooperative

Together we can  
make a big difference
When it’s hot and with more people at 
home water use has increased.
We’re pumping millions of litres more through our pipes  
to keep up – but there may be low pressure at times for 
some people.

You can help us make sure everyone has the water they 
need to drink, cook, wash and clean with, when they need it.

Small changes, like leaving your lawn to go brown and  
not washing the car, can make a huge difference.

Water is precious, whatever the weather.

Thank you for being a water saving hero.

More water saving tips are at southeastwater.co.uk



Come and support your local butcher 
this Christmas 

Simply ring us on: 01444 400622/ 
400396, pop in the shop or go online 

and order 

16lb Fresh Turkey,  3lb Topside of Beef,                     
3lb Gammon Joint,   

3lb Pork Joint, 1lb Pork Sausage Meat,                       
1lb Back Bacon, 

 12 Pigs in Blankets (sausages wrapped in bacon), 
packet of sage and onion stuffing 

& 6 Mince Pies 

    www.handcrossbutchers.co.uk 

    Tuesday 22nd or Wednesday 23rd December 


