NEWICK NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

FUTURE REQUIREMENTS OF
NEWICK’S CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

1.

Introduction

A letter had been sent to the secretary of each of the Clubs, Societies and Associations
in the Parish and the Village Hall, inviting them to send representatives to a meeting
on Tuesday, 19th March 2013, at the Newick Sports Pavilion to discuss the
Neighbourhood Plan and how any proposals could help their clubs. (A copy of the
letter is attached as Appendix 1.) This report covers both the meeting itself and
subsequent correspondence from some of the Clubs and Societies.
The Chairman for the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, Cllr. John Lucas, opened
the meeting by welcoming all those present and introducing the other members of the
Steering Group and Tal Kleiman Planning Officer for Lewes District Council. The
Chairman asked all those present to ensure that they signed the attendance sheet as
this provided part of the required evidence that the Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group were consulting with everyone within the Parish (see Appendix 2). The
Chairman also handed out forms to all those present so that they could put down their
comments should these not be raised at the meeting. (Some organisations later used
these forms and others sent letters.)
Cllr. Mrs. Wickens spoke about the possibilities that could be achieved through the
Neighbourhood Plan, both in ensuring that existing facilities were made secure for the
future and, in respect of any development that takes place, providing improvements to
facilities using the funding that would be received from the Community Infrastructure
Levy on that development.
Tal Kleiman explained that the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) will be
replacing the Section 106 funding currently paid by the developers. The new system
will have a fixed tariff and part of the money collected will go directly to the
community where the development is taking place, e.g. to Parish Councils. The share
of the CIL that a Parish Council received would depend on whether or not it had a
Neighbourhood Plan. If it had a plan, then a parish would receive a full 25%: if not, it
would receive a maximum of 15% and even this may be subject to capping. Thus it is
important to have a Neighbourhood Plan and it should identify schemes for which the
CIL could be used.
2.

Requirements of Clubs and Societies

2.1

Newick Village Hall

Mr Alf Thomas, the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC),
thanked the Steering Group for the opportunity of commenting on this subject and
would let Mrs. Farmer have the VHMC’s comments in due course after consulting his
Committee. These comments were received in the letter dated 14th May 2013 (see
Appendix 7). Essentially, the VHMC intends to continue with its programme of
improving the Village Hall and would like to receive CIL funding to help with this.
In its letter it lists some possible projects.
2.2

Newick Sports Pavilion

Mr. Norman Alexander, as a representative for the Sports Pavilion Management
Committee (SPMC), presented suggestions that had the backing of Newick’s Cricket,
Rugby, Football and Stoolball clubs, for the future of the Sports Pavilion and how the
sports Clubs would use the facilities. A copy of the SPMC’s proposals is attached as
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Appendix 4 to this report. It indicates that the SPMC and the four sports clubs that
use the current Sports Pavilion, together consider that a new brick-built Sports
Pavilion will be required, considerably larger than the existing wooden one.
2.3

Newick Rootz

Mr. Tony Turk, representative for this group, presented their written submission (see
Appendix 3). Mr. Malcolm Smith asked on behalf of Newick Rootz, that when any
future consideration was given to improvements to the Sports Pavilion, it be taken
into account that storage facilities would be needed for the Parish Council and Newick
Rootz, possibly also with a workshop if the current garaging was to be demolished.
Mr. Turk asked that the Steering Group ensure that the existing network of public
footpaths and twittens be maintained and that as far as possible, these remain as part
of the rural character of the surrounding countryside of the Parish of Newick. Mr.
Turk also asked that the Steering Group plan for some additional tree planting in the
future.
2.4

Newick Allotment Association and Newick Quiz League

Mr. Jed Jones, representative for the above organizations, asked that when the plan
was being developed, consideration be given to the preservation of the existing
amenities. Mr. Jones also asked that when any future development was being
considered, perhaps allotments could be secured within any negotiations as the Parish
Council had been looking for sites for nearly six years with no success. Mr. Paddy
Cumberlege also asked that this request be addressed within the Plan. Tal Kleiman
stated that this could be addressed through a policy within the plan.
2.5

Newick Bowls Club

Mr David Lawrence, representative for this club, asked that the land the club currently
occupies off Marbles Road should continue to be identified as being for Recreational
Use only.
2.6

Newick Cricket Club

Newick Cricket Club sent a representative to the meeting and subsequently Mr
Malcolm Ward provided a written submission on their behalf (see Appendix 6). This
confirmed that the Cricket Club is fully in agreement with the proposal presented by
Mr Norman Alexander for a new Sports Pavilion.
2.6

Newick Rugby Club

The Chairman of Newick Rugby Club, Mr Sean Sprackling, sent an email following
the meeting (see Appendix 8). This indicated that the Rugby Club’s requirements had
been fully covered at the meeting, by inclusion in Mr Norman Alexander’s
presentation concerning a new sports pavilion.
2.7

Newick Tennis Club

The Secretary of Newick Tennis club attended the meeting and provided a written
submission (see Appendix 5). The club is largely self-sufficient as far as funding
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goes, but would welcome some funding towards upgraded toilets and provision of
showers.
2.7

General Issues

Mr. Cumberlege asked if LDC’s planning department could do something about the
fact that the Conservation Areas had been under review by them for some time but
nothing seemed to have materialized.
Ms Campbell asked what the possibilities were of finding larger playing fields of
about 10 acres within the parish and possibly seeking approval to sell the existing
sites should land be found. Mr. Jones highlighted that the Parish Council had been
looking for about 2 acres of land for allotments for the past six years without success
and felt that there would be little mileage in looking for a 10 acre site. Cllr. John
Lucas pointed out that there was a general desire to keep the present shape and
appearance of the Village as far as possible and that to lose the existing playing fields
would be a drastic change.
The following clubs had indicated that they were unable to attend the meeting but
were happy with the facilities currently in the village.
Lewes Windmill District Trefoil Guild
Dancing for Fun and Fitness
3.

Conclusions

The meeting and the subsequent written communications indicated that serious
consideration should be given to incorporating in the Neighbourhood Plan, policies on
the following aspects:
i)

provision of allotments,

ii)

protection of those areas of land currently used for sports that are not
already fully protected, to ensure that they cannot be sold for development,

iii)

protection and improvement of Newick’s existing network of twittens and
footpaths, both public and permissive, including the addition of future
twittens and footpaths within new housing developments and connecting
those developments to the existing footpath and twitten network,

iv)

provision of a new Sports Pavilion, assistance with the cost of further
improvement of the Village Hall and help with improvements to the toilet
and shower facilities of the tennis club.

Linda Farmer
for Newick Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
22.05.2013
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Appendix 1

Letter sent to representatives of Clubs and Societies

Clubs and Societies

11th February, 2013
Dear
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
As you may know, Newick Parish Council is preparing a Neighbourhood Plan for the
Parish which, amongst other things, is seeking to identify what services and facilities
are needed by the local community. The Neighbourhood Plan will, once adopted, will
be used by Lewes District Council when they determine planning applications.
Therefore the Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, would like to
invite two members of your organisation to a meeting to be held on Tuesday, 19th
March, at Newick Sports Pavilion commencing at 6.30 p.m so that you have the
opportunity to bring to our attention any issues you have with current facilities within
Newick, or any that you feel might present themselves in the future. This information
will help the Steering Group in preparing the Neighbourhood Plan.
I should mention that this meeting is not to discuss the quota of housing that has been
identified for Newick, in Lewes District Council’s recently published Submission
Core Strategy.
Yours sincerely

Linda M. Farmer
Admin Support for the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Appendix 2

Attendance sheet for representatives of Clubs and Societies

Appendix 3

Submission from Newick Rootz

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting - 19th March 2013
Comments of ‘NEWICK ROOTZ’ – an input into the production of the
Neighbourhood Plan
‘Newick Rootz’ is a volunteer group formed in 2011 under the guidance of the East
Sussex County Council and with the support of the Newick Parish Council. The group
is actively engaged in monitoring, maintaining and improving public footpaths and
bridleways in Newick Parish - repairing stiles and kissing gates, clearing vegetation,
erecting finger posts and installing waymarking signs.
The Lewes District Council Core Strategy Submission Document, published on 20th
December 2012, includes Core Policy 8 entitled Green Infrastructure (page 93 and
94) which has, as one of the key strategic objectives, “...to conserve and enhance the
natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area”. The associated paragraphs
7.78 and 7.79 state that “...green infrastructure includes... rights of way...helps to
promote healthy living ...by increasing opportunities for recreation, exercise and
relaxation...” It further states “...working in partnership with other organisations to
increase walking, cycling and public transport access to the countryside”.
The Newick Neighbourhood Plan for the parish will be prepared having regard to this
background strategy.
Newick Rootz, at its meeting on 13th March 2013, discussed issues which were
relevant to the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan. Newick Rootz also made
comments at the meeting on 19th March 2013 between the Neighbourhood Plan
steering group and village clubs/societies.
Based upon those meetings, the steering group is invited to have regard to the
following:
 Footpaths and bridleways are an important part of the character of the parish
and provide a valuable contribution for recreation, relaxation and exercise.
The Parish Council’s Vision Statement dated 2012 indeed includes the words
“...Newick will become a healthier....community”.


The ‘Newick Rootz’ group plays an important role in maintaining the rights of
way network in the parish, relying on a willing band of volunteers, together
with a stock of tools and equipment provided by the East Sussex County
Council. The small metal storage shed that is used at present for the tools and
equipment is somewhat limited. Newick Rootz would welcome a much better
storage facility. If a new sports pavilion is envisaged to replace the existing
pavilion, then consideration should be given to incorporating storage facilities
for Newick Rootz, preferably including space for an associated workshop.



When opportunities arise, the provision of new or improved public rights of
way should be explored. This can be done on new housing schemes or on
other developments. There may be opportunities to improve the widths of
existing footpaths which lie adjacent to development sites, particularly where
paths are narrow and dominated by the closeness of the adjacent fences or
overgrown hedges. Situations may arise where there is opportunity to
provide a footpath link from new development, across adjacent land, to meet
with nearby highways or footpaths.



This improvement to footpath facilities is against the background of trying to
minimise the need to drive cars to the village green shops and to other village
facilities and to encourage walking. An example was mentioned at the Rootz
meeting of the existing long and somewhat tortuous walking route from
Allington Crescent or Westpoint to the shop in Newick Drive and whether a
shorter route might one day be provided. Other examples were mentioned.



Existing footpath routes and twittens do exist within the built up part of
Newick and beyond that are not legally listed as definitive rights of way. The
Neighbourhood Plan should explore any opportunities to ensure that nonstatutory paths and permissive paths are retained and improved, where
desirable. Any grants available for provision of new paths or improvements to
existing paths should be investigated. Money from ‘Section 106 Agreements’
or from Infrastructure Levy should be part of the investigation.



Footpaths and bridleways in the countryside of Newick parish should retain a
rural character rather than an urban character.



Newick Rootz is also involved with tree planting and will continue to explore
where new tree planting could be beneficial. The species of tree chosen
should respect its surroundings. Ornamental and exotic species may be
appropriate in domestic rear gardens and on housing estates, but in the
countryside, indigenous species should be chosen. Fast growing conifers can
often be seen here and there which look out of place in open Sussex
countryside.

Appendix 2 of the District Council’s core strategy (page 123) states that one of the
‘saved’ policies of the District Council’s Local Plan 2003 is policy RE6. That policy RE6
stated...” Planning permission will be granted for recreational purposes such as
walking, horse riding and cycling along the route of the undeveloped part of the
former Lewes/Sheffield Park railway line. Planning permission will not be granted for
permanent development which would prejudice such uses”. The text accompanying
the policy explains that the old route is “...a valuable wildlife habitat...opportunity
should be taken to ...enabling the provision of a footway/cycleway/bridleway along
the undeveloped part of the former line”. The neighbourhood plan should have
regard to this policy, although there is only a 1200 metres long part of that old line in
Newick parish, from Lane End Common northwards to the Chailey/ East Grinstead
road near to the Sheffield Park station.
Newick Rootz

Appendix 4

Submission from Newick Sports Pavilion Management Committee
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
NEWICK SPORTS PAVILION

Presentation to Newick Parish Council - Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Committee – Tuesday 19th March 2013
1. Introduction – In their letter dated 18th February 2013 Newick Parish
Council invited members of the various organisations in Newick to
bring to the Council’s attention any matters regarding their
organisations present facilities or what may be required in the future.
2. The Newick Sports Pavilion Committee are of the view that in due
course a new pavilion building will be required to meet the needs of
the growing village community.
3. Background – Newick’s sporting history goes back quite a long time to
when a timber pavilion was first erected during the 1890s on the old
rented cricket ground on what is now the Cricketfield Housing Estate.
The Recreation Ground or to give it its proper name, the King George
V Memorial Playing field was ‘born’ in 1937/38 and in 1945/46 the
afore-mentioned old timber pavilion, was moved to the new ground.
4. The first modern pavilion premises were built in 1968 with the
stoolball hut located next to the pavilion being used for extra storage.
5. During the 'Hurricane' in 1987 a large tree next to the Pavilion was
blown down destroying the pavilion and the shed and over the next two
years the premises were rebuilt.
6. In 1996, when the Rugby Club needed facilities they managed to raise
significant funds, including Lottery funds, which were used to build an
extension to the premises which provided extra showers, changing
rooms and a bar and social area.
7. In the 1950s and 60s Newick ran one football and one cricket team and
in 1965 Newick Rugby Club was formed. Since then the number of
teams in each sport has grown to the extent that there are now 2
football teams, 2 rugby teams, 4 adult cricket teams and 2/3 junior
teams and a stoolball team. These have increased in line with the
population of Newick, which has grown commensurately over the
same period. Combined club memberships now stand at about 500,
including at least 100 juniors, which represent around 20% of the
population of Newick.
8. The storage area has not been increased since 1990 with the result that
it has become necessary to store kit and equipment in the roof/attic
area, which is accessed by a set of steps which is a hazard and unlikely
to meet Health & Safety guidelines.
9. Although there have been fairly regular upgrades and improvements to
the pavilion premises over the past 40 years or so, the building is now

inadequate to meet the needs of the various sports clubs’. The building
itself is looking very ‘tired’ and although it is cleaned and repainted on
a regular basis, in reality it will need to be replaced in the not too
distant future.
10. Proposal – The Pavilion Committee and the individual sports club
committees are of the view that larger premises are now required,
particularly in terms of more modern changing rooms, larger bar and
social areas and additional storage facilities.
11. This kind of development will obviously require detailed planning and
funding and will in real terms probably take some years to complete.
However, as the Parish Council is in the process of preparing a
Neighbourhood Plan and have asked for suggestions, it is felt that this
is the ideal opportunity to put forward a proposal for a new building.
12. Accordingly the Newick Sports Pavilion Committee have, with the
backing of the Cricket, Rugby, Football and Stoolball clubs, prepared a
draft plan for a new pavilion premises, to be located straddling the
rugby field and the corner of the cricket field, thus giving a good view
of both playing areas. Parking for cars would be along the fence of the
rugby pitch and access would be through the drive at the west end of
the rugby field. Relocating the new pavilion premises will enable the
current premises to be used until the new building is ready for
occupation. The cost of the proposed development would be
approximately £750,000 and a copy of the draft plan is attached.
13. Given Newick’s growth and population increase over the past 40 years
or so the Committee feels there is a desperate need for more playing
areas. The Cricket Club has had to take on additional facilities in
another village in order to run its existing schedule and if there is any
further growth, in either existing clubs or possible new sports clubs, it
could be very difficult to accommodate.
14. It is therefore recommended that the Playing Fields Committee make
it one of their objectives to identify suitable sites for new playing areas
in the surrounding area.
Newick Sports Pavilion

Appendix 5

Submission from Newick Tennis Club

Newick Tennis Club

Appendix 6

Submission from Newick Cricket Club

Appendix 7

Submission from Newick Village Hall Management Committee

Appendix 8

Submission from Newick Rugby Club

Email dated 17th May 2013
John/Linda
Having spoken to Norman Alexander since we last corresponded I am happy that the
Rugby Club's requirements have already been presented to you.
If I can be of any assistance during the process going forward then I am more than
happy to help.
Regards
Sean Sprackling
Chairman
Newick RFC
07506 154539

