NEWICK GREEN PARKING SURVEY 2013

Newick Green Parking Survey - 2013

Purpose of survey ...To provide background information for the proposed Newick Neighbourhood
Plan and/or for general use in the Parish Council’s future decision making.
Date of survey ... July/August/ September 2013
Method of survey ...Recording vehicle registration numbers at selected times on various days at the
community centre car park, the bakers forecourt, the shop forecourt and the roadway between Rose
Cottage (30, The Green)down to the community centre, together with incidental observations. The
attached appendices provide the basic survey data. Some photographs are included to illustrate
issues.
Surveyors ... Parish Councillor Ross Houghton and Newick resident Tony Turk
Findings from survey...Casual observation would self-evidently indicate the documented findings
below, but the recorded details, particularly in the appendices, do comprise empirical evidence if
required to justify future text/statements.
1 At all times, day and night, there are vehicles parked at The Green, either on the roadsides, the
community centre car park, the shop forecourt, the baker’s forecourt or elsewhere.
2 The community centre car park has 12 marked spaces, the shop forecourt has room for about 5
cars, the baker’s forecourt accommodates 3-5 vehicles and the road between Rose Cottage (30, The
Green) and the community centre can accommodate about 15 cars.
3 There are no yellow lines or parking permit restrictions or abundant statutory ‘no parking’ signs.
There are some high kerbstones and many timber bollards to dissuade inconsiderate parking and
prevent damage to grass. When there are events at the community centre, such as the day centre
functions, temporary signs are placed to ensure as far as possible that the associated car park is
available for those visiting the function. Parking at The Green relies mainly on the common sense
and the goodwill of drivers to park safely without inconvenience to others.
4 Long stay parking ... The survey illustrates that some cars are parked regularly overnight - three to
five in the community centre car park, three to five in the shop forecourt (including the car of the
butcher and the car of the occupier of 3A, The Green) and about five in the roadway between the
Bull Inn and the community centre.
5 Medium stay parking... Some medium stay parking is by those working in or from premises by The
Green, such as the estate agent, the pharmacy, etc. Some medium term parking is by visitors to
houses. The community centre car park is used by visitors to the centre, but when the centre is not
in use it is used for general parking. Visitors to the Bull Inn park their cars either in the roadway or at
the Bull Inn car park, including at times when musical entertainment or functions are provided.
Visiting vehicles selling hot food, such as pizzas, fish and chips or kebabs, find space available.

6 Short stay parking... All the retail premises here by The Green are close to each other, so short stay
shoppers park wherever the most convenient space is available, visiting the shop, the pharmacy, the
bakers, the butcher and some to the estate agent. Some short stay parking is presumably visitors to
residential properties. On the shop forecourt, apart from the two spaces usually used during the day
for long-term parking (the butcher and the occupier of 3A, The Green), the remaining three spaces
are mostly used by short term visitors staying for about 4-6 minutes. Delivery vehicles to the
retail/commercial premises choose to park wherever is most convenient to them. Trolleys and crates
are used to carry the goods. The pharmacy has a van in regular use for delivery/collection. The Royal
Mail van daily seeks a parking spot. The delivery vehicles to the butcher sometimes park on the A272
highway itself near the bus stop shelter. Some delivery vehicles park on the A272 highway, partly
obstructing the footway, alongside Ivy Cottage at the lower end of the High Street (see photograph).
Some cars and other vehicles park on the roadway in the middle of The Green by the village
pump/the Lewes bus stop, not only creating inconvenience to the bus and to other road users but
also detracting from this open central part of the village green. Occasionally a vehicle is parked on
the highway/verge at the eastern end of the green where there are no bollards (near Bretts), causing
inconvenience to other road users (see photograph).
Photographs... The following photographs show the parking areas and illustrate some issues.

The community centre car park

September 2013

The car park on the shop forecourt September 2013

Cars parked on the roadway September 2013

The baker’s forecourt is used for parking September 2013

Cars parked on the roadway near the Bull Inn

September 2013

Vehicle parking can cause inconvenience to other road users and can damage grass
verges. Bollards and kerbstones can be damaged. March 2012 and December 2012

Parking on the A 272 highway/footway outside Ivy Cottage September 2013

Parked vehicles in the middle of the attractive village green can look dominating March 2013

The Lewes bus, stopped for passengers, next to a parked van, illustrating
highway dangers and inconvenience
March 2013
Further investigation...This parking survey has only recorded what vehicles have been seen on
particular days/times. This may be sufficient for current purposes. It could be supplemented by
further research as and when necessary at a future date. Such further investigation could include,
for example identifying long-stay users to ask what alternative places they may have to park,
identifying how many short-term parkers are from Newick and how many from elsewhere, a
letter/questionnaire to the residents and businesses around The Green asking for general
comments, on-street interviews with parkers, consulting the bus company, seeking residents
comments by means of parish magazine or parish council newsletter, etc.

Conclusion....
Over the years, with increasing car usage, parking at the green has had to adapt to changing
circumstances. The future of parking at the green will need to have regard to the needs of the shops
and businesses, the character of the conservation area, highway safety and convenience and the
amenities of the properties around the green. The Parish Council’s Vision Statement dated
November 2012 states that the village centre ‘...will retain its essential ‘village feel’...’
The following is a quote from the Newick Parish – Neighbourhood Plan Character Assessment 2013:
‘The Village Green clearly should be treasured as the highlight of Newick, providing a historic setting
which still remains the heart of the village with its shops and facilities, all visible from the main road
A272. The policies of the Neighbourhood Plan should all ensure that this importance is not
diminished or prejudiced. The intensity of car parking on the roads and parking areas on the green
has slowly increased over the years with the current dilemma of whether to simply allow the parking
to be self-regulating as at present, or to impose waiting restrictions, or provide parking permits or
provide more parking spaces at the expense of a gradual loss of the grassed areas, or provide
parking nearby. The Neighbourhood Plan will need to consider these issues and seek to ensure that
the character of the green is retained. The setting of most of the terrace of buildings on the north
side of the green clearly benefits greatly by having no vehicle parking in front of them. Parking now
occurs at times in the centre of the green, by the Lewes bus stop, which becomes very dominating.’

And a bit of history just for interest...Newick Green traffic in about 1850
(extract from the picture in the village hall)

Appendices – the survey forms:
1 Community centre ...24/7/2013 - 30/7/2013 2.30pm
2 Community centre... 11/8/2013 -17/8/2013 7.00am
3 Community centre...28/8/2013 - 3/9/2013

9.30am

4 Community centre... 28/8/2013 -3/9/2013

11.00pm

5 Baker’s forecourt .....28/8/2013 - 3/9/2013

9.30am

6 Baker’s forecourt .....28/8/2013 - 3/9/2013

11.00pm

7 Shop forecourt..........11/8/2013

7.00am

8 Shop forecourt...........15/8/2013

two hourly from 9.00am- 9.00pm

9 Shop forecourt........... 15/8/2013

over a one hour period 1.00pm-2.00pm

10 Shop forecourt ...........28/8/2013 - 3/9/2013 9.30am
11 Shop forecourt........... 28/8/2013 - 3/9/2013 11.00pm
12 Road between Rose Cottage and Community centre....11/8/2013 - 17/8/2013 7.00am
13 Road between Rose Cottage and Community centre ....28/8/2013 - 3/9/2013

9.30am

14 Road between Rose Cottage and Community centre....28/8/2013 - 3/9/2013

11.00pm

15 Community centre, bakers forecourt, shop forecourt and road...19/8/2013 5.45 am
16 Incidental observations....28/8/2013 - 20/9/2013 and other dates

..................................................

The 16 appendices itemising car number plates have
been removed because of confidentiality issues

Prepared by Parish Councillor Ross Houghton and Newick resident Tony Turk - September 2013

